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The multimillion-dollar gift 1s
another component of the vision
for local development of
Hendricks' late husband, ABC
Supply founder and former
Beloit College trustee Ken
Hendricks, who died in 2007,

"For me and my associates, by
relocating the Beloit city library
tg the Eclipse Center, and gilting
the old library to the college, we
have now completed another one
of Ken's dreams,” Diane
Hendricks said. “Today is the
day that many of us have
worked on for vears — [ believe
it's seven or eight years.”

The college is thrilled to have
the facility.

“It will provide outstanding
educational facilities, and will be
n new link between our college
and our city,” =aid Beloit College
Trustes James Sanger. “The new
Hendricks Center will be con-
tained in this wonderful Beloit
landmark, which has served this
community for almost a century,
It will now gain a new life, serv-
ing generations, not only at the
college, but the region as well.”

The building, located at the
corner of East Grand Avenue
and Pleasant Street downtown,
was a post office and govern-
ment budlding prior to becoming
a library, The library relocated
in April to the former J.C.
Penney space in the old Beloit
Mall, which is now the renovat-
ed Eclipse Center — another
Hendricks project. As part of a
deal negotiated in 2008, the city
agreed to pay $200,000 to ABC
Supply subsidiary Beloit
Properties Inc. and turn over the
library building to the eompany.
In turn, Beloit Propertics agreed
to renovate the old library and
donate it to the college.

“This is the type of building
that virtually cannot be replicat-
ed anymore,” Rob Gerbitz, man-
aging director for Hendricks
Development Group, said of the
old library. “It's a very special
building.”

Though details are being final-
ized, the renovated space 1s
expected to include practice stu-
dios, rehearsal space for dance
and music students, ot least four
elassrooms and public spaces.
The building will use skylights
in the rool to light the lower
floors, and close attention will be
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ELOIT — It must have felt like
Christmas in June for Beloit College
Tuesday, as it prepared to receive one of
the largest gifts in its 163-year history —
the former Beloit Public Library.

College and aity officials, and ABC
Supply Co. Chairwoman Diane Hendricks,

2 “We have now completed another

one of Ken’s dreams’

gathered Tuesday downtown to discuss
the renovation of the building, which will

be renamed the Hendricks Center.

Hendricks, who currently owns the
48,000-square-foot. facility, is retooling it
for use as an arts-education conter. She
then will give it to the college.
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From the left, Beloit College Trustee James Sanger, ABC Supply Co. owner Diane Hendricks, Beloit City
Manager Larry Arft and Interim Beloit College President Dick Niemic pose for a photo in front of the future

Hendricks Center, which will be located in the former Beloit Public Library.

paid to acoustics. Joe Stadelman
of Janesville's Angus-Young
Asmoriates is the project archi-
tect, Corporate Contractors Inc,
of Beloit is the general contrac-
tor.

Susan Rice, a Beloit College
music instructor and director of
choruses, is excited about the
new facility,

“Right now, on campus, differ-
ent choral groups practice in dif-
ferent spaces, depending on their
gize” ghe said. “Itll be nice to
have a dedicated choral space.”

She also looks forward to col-
laboration between the dance
and music departments.

“We just really anticipate that
being under the same roof is
poing to offer a chance for cre-
ative collaboration,” she said.

Rice expects students will be
pleased with the facility, which
is expected to be completed in
August 2010,

[ think they'll be thrilled
when they come back in the fall,”
she said.

Gerbitz, who is relatively new
to the Beloit area, said he's
amazed at the ease with which
the city has worked with devel-
apers on the project.

*The mollaboration in this com-

munity is something you all
should be very, very proad of,”
he zaid.

Hendricks agreed.

*The city of Beloit has been
wonderful to work with; the col-
lege has been wonderful to work
with,” she said.

City Manager Larry Arlt said
reusing the old library building
18 one more example of a revital-
ization in which “Beloit cele-
brates not only its tremendous
future, but its urban renaissanca
and proud hentage,”

“Here we are this morning
with yvet another opportunity to
take one of our beautiful — pos-
sibly our most beautiful — her-
itage builldings in downtown
Beloit, converting that into an
education building for Beloit
College that will continue to
encourage their ability to recruit
the top talent among high school
graduates looking at liberal arts
colleges,” Arft said. It will con-
tinue the college’s commitment
to stay downtown, and certainly
will be a lasting tribute to the
contributions and visions of Ken
Hendricks, and the contributions
of hane Hendricks, in making
this dream a reality.”

Sanger said the project is a

key component of the college’s
goal of linking its campus to the
downtown business district.

“Une of the eszential ingredi-
ents for our growth as an insti-
tution 15 to be housed in a
vibrant eity,” he said.

Hendricks said the continued
revitalization of Beloit is o proj-
ect near and dear to her heart.

“This is home to Ken and 1,7
ghe said. “Even though we
weren't harn here, weve been
here for 40 vears. This is the city
that gave Ken and | an opportu-
nity — our first big bank loan;
we started buying real estate
here. This ia where our corporate
headquarters is; this is the com-
munity that we want to see
thrive, and I will continue to do
everything I can to give hack
what the city gave Ken and 1 40
YEATS Ag0,

The economy has made con-
struction projects difficult, bt
not imposaaible, she added.

“It's very difficult, in these eco-
nomic times, to be doing what
we're doing. We're taking baby
steps,” she said. “Tt was not easy,
but we got it accomplished. We
got it done, Ken would be very
proud.”

‘This is home to Ken and I. Even though we weren't born here, we've been here for 40 years. This is the city
that gave Ken and | an opportunity ... — DiaNE HENDRICKS



